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What is MathXL for School?
MathXL for School is a powerful online tutorial, homework,  
and assessment program that provides personalized practice and 
differentiated instruction for middle grades and high school students 
of all levels. It gives teachers time-saving tools and offers intervention 
and remediation for struggling students. It can also be used for test 
prep and summer school support. MathXL for School works!

Welcome  to
A powerful online practice, tutorial, and assessment program

Why Use MathXL for School?
•  Ties directly to more than 300 Pearson math and statistics textbooks,

at the chapter, section, and objective levels

•  Enhances any of your math courses with its flexible content, no matter
what textbook you are using

•  Provides an effective tool for remediation, intervention, and credit
recovery programs, and challenges advanced students

•  Prepares students for high-stakes testing

• Aligns to Common Core State Standards for middle and high school
courses, regardless of the textbook you are using!

stUdents can:
•    Work in personalized study plans that highlight strengths

and weaknesses

•  Get help from interactive study aids, stepped-out examples,
video tutors, and animations

•  Receive immediate feedback

•  Reference pages from the textbook for additional support
(where available)

teachers can:
•  Avoid piles of ungraded homework with auto-graded assignments

• Quickly create objectives-based quizzes and tests

•  Assess individual and group performance using data-driven reports

•  Deliver quality, effective instruction regardless of experience level

Features and Benefits

What Teachers Are Saying

try It For yoUrselF
MathXLforSchool.com 
Login: CPSmathteacher
 Password: password1

“I have not had a single kid 
get below a B on a (paper/
pencil) test since they have 
been working on the program! 
The kids seem to really enjoy 
working on it and are ‘starting 
to get it now’ where they have 
never really understood it 
before! I hope that our district 
will continue with this program.”

— Erin Birkland, Math Teacher 
North Kansas City High School

A Click-by-Click Review Guide for MathXL for School
For demonstration purposes, one of Pearson’s Algebra 1 courses is shown in this guide.  
The functionality of the program works the same for all MathXL for School courses; however, 
the content will differ.

gettIng started
Log on using the demo account:
MathXLforSchool.com
Login: pearsonmath
Password: pearsonmath

When you “Enter MathXL for School,” you will see the last 
program that was viewed using this demo account. Click on 
Course Manager (under Instructor) to see a full list of demo 
courses.

If you don’t see a course you’re interested in, we provide 
instructions on how to “Create a Course” from a list of more 
than 300 programs (page 9).

The updated dashboard graphically displays the week ahead, 
including upcoming homework assignments or assessments. 
Under “My Results,” students can track their progress 
against the teacher’s expected mastery level.

Teachers can customize which features they want their 
students to see upon logging into MathXL for School.

NOTE: The student view shows only those buttons listed 
under “Student” in the left-hand navigation.

Course Manager

This is the screen that shows a teacher’s class(es) in one 
place. A teacher can change the settings of a course by 
clicking on the “Actions” drop-down menu.

Select a course by clicking on a link under “Course Name.”

NOTE: MathXL for School is aligned to more than 300 
Pearson texts, but there are also a number of universal 
courses that work well with any program, regardless  
of publisher.

Click Course Manager on the homepage to 
see a list of courses in this demo account. 

In the Course Manager, teachers can see a list of 
all their courses or customize a course.

MathXL for School



More on the Study Plan

To get a personalized Study Plan, the student can first 
take a pre-assessment (sample test, assigned quiz, test 
created by the teacher).

Click on “Sample Test” to view the pre-assessments that 
are built into MathXL for School.

The results of the pre-assessment populate a 
personalized Study Plan with pencil marks  for areas 
in which the student still needs work, and graduation 
caps    for areas that the student has mastered.

This is especially effective for struggling students and 
intervention programs.

Click Study Plan under Student on the left-hand side 
of the screen.

Click the Sample Test link at the top of the page.

Problem View

This view is what students see when they do work  
in their Study Plan or in a Homework assignment. 

 •  Help Me Solve This engages students in active 
learning through guided step-by-step solutions. After 
getting help, students practice a similar problem.

 •  View an Example shows students a similar example. 
Students simply follow along as a step-by-step solution 
is explained.

 •  Videos (where available) provide visual instruction with 
voiceover that walks students through the steps needed 
to solve a similar problem.

Other learning aids include animations, textbook page 
view, and a calculator. 

NOTE: The quiz and test view looks similar to the homework 
exercise view, except learning aids are turned off. Teachers may 
turn learning aids on so students can review their quiz and  
test results.

The Study Plan

Every course is organized by chapter, section, and 
objective level. A teacher can customize the coverage  
of students’ Study Plans by turning content on or off.  
(See Study Plan Manager on page 6.)

To begin work, a student can simply click on a chapter, 
section, and objective in the Study Plan and start practicing.

Objective Level

Some problems have  icons, indicating there is  
a video learning aid associated with that problem.  
For those problems that don’t have this icon, there is 
a standard set of student learning aids, which you will 
see when clicking on a problem. These learning aids are 
described under “Problem View” below.

Click Study Plan and drill down to section and 
objective levels.

Click on the Learning Aids to view student support.

Click on a question to start practicing.

Homework & Tests

This is where a student would see all homework, quizzes, 
and tests that a teacher has created and assigned. See 
page 6 to learn how a teacher can quickly and easily 
create homework, quizzes, tests, or media assignments.

Click Homework and Tests under 
Student on the left-hand side of the screen.

stUdent vIeW
A student’s view is limited to the one course in which  
he or she is currently enrolled. Once inside a course, 
students can:

1.  Work independently in their Study Plan  
for practice and review. 

2.  Complete Homework and Tests, including quizzes, 
that the teacher has assigned (page 6). 

NOTE: Work in the Study Plan will be auto-graded and  
the results captured in the teacher Gradebook, just like 
any other student work.

Click Study Plan or Homework and Tests.
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teacher vIeW
Study Plan Manager

The Study Plan Manager allows the teacher to select the 
specific coverage of the course (click on “Select Coverage” 
from the Study Plan Manager homepage) by turning content 
on/off as well as the number of problems that appear in 
the Study Plan. These changes are never permanent. The 
teacher can go into the Study Plan Manager at any time  
and change content coverage. 

Gradebook

The teacher Gradebook shows how students are performing 
on each homework, quiz, or test, which are all auto-graded in 
MathXL for School. No more piles of ungraded homework!

The Gradebook details the areas of greatest difficulty, so you 
don’t have to waste valuable class time on content areas that 
students already grasp.

The teacher can view student- and class-level data, such as 
number of attempts and time spent on each problem. This  
is also where the teacher can see Study Plan progress for  
each student.

admInIstrator
The benefit of this reporting to an administrator is the ability 
to view aggregate data by class or course.

NOTE: The course must be created in the “coordinator”  
format to do this. (See page 9.)

Homework & Test Manager 

On this page, teachers can assign homework, quizzes, or 
tests from a bank of sample assignments or create their 
own assignment by making selections from a list of available 
exercises and media.

To quickly create an assignment from scratch, click on the 
Create Assignment drop-down menu to reveal options for 
creating a homework assignment, quiz, or test; or even assign 
a media aid (e.g. video, animation).

•  Choose “Create Homework” and follow the 
instructions—e.g. the exercise selection process, 
assignment due date, whether or not there are any 
prerequisite assignments, learning aid availability, 
partial credit, etc. There are defaults for all of these 
customization options that the teacher can leave  
as is, if desired.

•  Choose “Media Assignment” to assign media  
that can also be bundled with math exercises.  
(See page 7 for more detail.)

NOTE: To narrow down the number of problems available, 
you may use the chapter, section, and objective level filters.

Click Study Plan Manager under Instructor on the 
left-hand side of the screen.

Choose a quiz or test on which the personalized 
homework will be based.

Click Media to select videos, animations, 
lectures, and more to add to an assignment.

When creating a course, under Learning Aids and Test 
Options, select Use lockdown browser. 

Click Gradebook under Instructor  
on the left-hand side of the screen.

Click HW & Test Manager under Instructor on the 
left-hand side of the screen.

Click Create Assignment.

advanced Features
MathXL for School’s advanced tools allow teachers to customize their courses even further,  
individualize assignments to meet each student’s needs, and give teachers more time to  
teach the math, rather than organize assignments!

Media Assignments 

Various types of media (animations, videos, PowerPoint® 

examples, and more) are available to be assigned in a way 
that creates dynamic, interactive project-based activities  
for students.

Go to the HW & Test Manager, click “Create Assignment,” 
and choose “Create Media Assignment” from the drop- 
down menu.

In the “Media” view, choose media to assign (multiple 
media can be assigned in one homework), and then toggle 
to “Questions” to add related exercises to the assignment 
(optional). Teachers may add their own media, such as an 
online newspaper article, by linking to a URL, or their own 
custom questions.

Click “Next.” On the next screen, teachers choose homework 
settings and may require students to view the media before 
working the exercises, if desired. 

NOTE: Media can only be assigned as homework, not as a  
quiz or test.

Lockdown Browser

Teachers will be able to use the Pearson Lockdown 
Browser, powered by Respondus, so that students taking 
high-stakes tests will not be able to access their desktop or 
any external Web site.

This setting is activated in the final step of creating a course.

Personalized Homework  

Teachers can assign homework based on a student’s 
performance on an earlier quiz or test. Enter HW & Test 
Manager, choose Create Homework from the drop-down 
menu, and give the assignment a name. Check “Yes” and 
choose a quiz or test on which the homework will be based. 
Click “Next.” 

On this screen, teachers can add or remove questions if they 
choose. This allows each student to focus on the objectives 
that challenge them the most. Teachers can add additional 
questions as well.

A student’s view of their personalized homework assignment 
will show the questions the student has already mastered and 
which questions they must complete.
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advanced Features (continued)

Late Due Date Grading

If a teacher allows students to work on an assignment after 
its due date, the Gradebook can automatically deduct 
points for the late submission. Teachers choose the penalty 
percentage in the “Scoring Options” section when creating 
an assignment.

In this section, teachers can also opt to place a password on 
homework beyond the due date or assign partial credit.

Course Access Control for Coordinators

When creating a Coordinator course, one can specify who 
the member teachers are and what their level of access 
should be. This allows coordinators to create a master class 
with homework, tests, and quizzes, and selectively assign 
them to member courses. The Coordinator will always be 
the primary instructor of all member courses.

Under the Course Manager view, click “Create or copy a 
course.” At step 4, “Course Access,” you can specify the 
level of access. This control allows the Coordinator to 
collect consistent data on a school- or district-wide level.

Assign Questions from Other Books 

Teachers can select questions from other books and add 
them to assignments while keeping Help Me Solve This and 
View an Example. You can add 10 additional questions  
per assignment.

In the Add/Remove Content screen, you will see a 
Change button next to the current course. By clicking 
that button, a list of all courses in MathXL for School will 
appear, and you can choose a course from that list. 

Creating a Course in Ten Easy Steps

The program’s Course Manager walks you through  
the following simple steps to create a course.

NOTE: If courses have already been created in your 
account, your homepage will display the cover of the  
last book worked in. Click on “Course Manager” in the 
left-hand navigation bar to see a list of all courses. On  
this screen there will be a “Create or Copy a Course” 
button at the top of the screen.

Instructions for creating a course
Here’s how a teacher or administrator can create a new course in less than five minutes.

Click Create or Copy a Course in the top-right hand corner.

 1.  Select a course type—standard is common for 
individual teachers; Coordinator is for administrators 
or department chairs who may want to receive school 
or district level data or who may want to have other 
teachers to share assignments.

 2.  Name your course.

 3.   Select your textbook or a generic course. Universal 
Courses, Create My Course, and Pearson Test Prep are 
generic options that support any publisher’s program 
for Grades 6–12. (These options are denoted by an * 
at the top of the drop-down menu.) 
In this step, you may also choose to copy an existing 
course you’ve created. This will copy all assignments 
and settings to the new course. You may also Copy 
by Course ID, which allows teachers to use a course 
created by another teacher.

 4. Make your course available or unavailable to  
  your students. 

 

Click Late Submission to specify grading options.

Click Change to select a different book for 
additional questions.

Click Restrict Access to 
designate course access  
to specific teachers.
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alignment to standards
MathXL for School now includes alignment to the Common Core State Standards for middle and high school  
courses! This feature allows for standards-aligned homework assignments, quizzes, and tests, all of which
help prepare students for success on high-stakes tests.

For a current list of standards available in MathXL for School, please visit our Web site at  
MathXLforSchool.com. 

State Standards in the Gradebook 

Once you’ve assigned standards-aligned homework, you can 
monitor student progress on homework, quizzes, tests, and 
in the Study Plan for each standard. With this, teachers clearly 
see which standards students need to work on and which 
they’ve mastered.

Instructions for creating assignments  
aligned to state standards  

1.  Set up a course that includes standards by following  
the steps on pages 9 and 10. 

2.  Go to HW & Test Manager. Click the “Create 
Assignment” drop-down menu. Choose Create a 
homework, quiz, or test. Give the assignment  
a name and click “Next.”

3.  On the Add/Remove Content screen, select  
Standard View and add exercises to your standards-
aligned assignment.

4.  Toggle back to Chapter View to add exercises according 
to textbook objectives. Click “Next.”

5.  Set appropriate settings for the assignment, and  
click “Save.”
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 5.  Decide which chapters, sections, and (for select 
courses) objectives from your textbook you wish  
to cover.

 6.  If adding standards (where applicable) to your course, 
click the View by Standards drop-down menu and 
choose your state or Common Core State Standards.

 7. Click “Next.”

 8.  Set the availability of multimedia learning aids. 
Click “Save.”

 9.   Review your course summary information and 
edit if desired.  Click “OK.”

 10.  Finally, use the MathXL for School Browser 
Check to install plug-ins and players that allow 
you to access the rich online content in your 
course.

Instructions for creating a course (continued)

On the Coverage screen, teachers select which 
content to cover. These selections are also 
reflected in the student’s Study Plan.

The Standard View lists all exercises that teach to 
the standards in the course.

In the gradebook, click Performance by Standard 
to track student progress on standards.

Choose the Learning Aids you want students  
to be able to access.
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ordering Information
Printed Access Cards

0-321-60055-X • 978-0-321-6-0055-4 Student Access* (12 months) $20.00
0-321-43518-4 • 978-0-321-4-3518-7 Access Pack for 25 Students $375.00
0-321-43519-2 • 978-0-321-4-3519-4 Access Pack for 100 Students $1500.00

Digitally-Delivered Access Codes (MUST order through Oasis at k12oasis.pearson.com)

0-321-82011-8 • 978-0-321-8-2011-2 Student Access* (12 months) $20.00
0-321-82012-6 • 978-0-321-8-2012-9 Access Codes for 25 Students $375.00 
0-321-82013-4 • 978-0-321-8-2013-6   Access Codes for 100 Students $1500.00
 

need more information?
Visit MathXLforSchool.com for an overview video, 
implementation models, and product demonstrations.

*  Note: Student Access = access for 1 student for up to 12 months, beginning at the time of 
registration (Example: An access pack for 100 students can be used for 100 students for one  
year or for 20 students for five years.) Student access is non-transferable, and a student can 
only be enrolled in one course at a time.

PearsonSchool.com
800-848-9500
Copyright Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s).  All rights reserved.

ADV:	978-1-4182-9544-8			•		SAM:	978-0-13-316459-6

try MathXL for School today!
Get a FREE 30-day trial at MathXLforSchool.com.
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